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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment received on June 5, 2007 has been entered. Claims 1- 
25 are currently pending. Applicant's newly added claims and arguments are addressed 
herein below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in 
the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession 
of the claimed invention. 

The specification as originally filed does not provide support for newly added 
claim limitation for claim 5 "is placeable in an arbitrary". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-2, 4, 10-13, 16-18, and 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being unpatentable over Ebrahimi (US Patent 6,424,743). 

Regarding claims 1 and 17, Ebrahimi discloses an apparatus for handwriting 
recognition, the apparatus comprising: 

a touch-sensitive display screen providing a handwriting input area capable of 
detecting a handwritten user input (abstract, col. 3, lines 26-30); 

and a processing device configured to interpret the handwritten user input as a 
symbol from a plurality of predefined symbols (col. 3, lines 40-65, and fig.2-5, 9(1 14), 
10), 

wherein the handwriting input area includes a writing start area (col. 1, line 65 - 
col. 2, Iine12), 

and wherein said writing start area (fig. 2(44,46)) is substantially smaller than 
said handwriting input area (fig. 2(42)); 

wherein the processing device is configured to provide a visual indication of said 
writing start area on said display screen (col. 1 , line 65 - col. 2, Iine12), 

and wherein the processing device is configured to interpret the user input as a 
symbol only if the user input starts within said writing start area (col. 1, line 65 - col. 2, 
Iine12). 
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As to claims 2 and 18, Ebrahimi teaches an apparatus having a user interface in 
which the display screen is included, wherein the processing device is configured to 
interpret the user input as a user interface control operation and not as a symbol if the 
user input starts outside of said writing start area (fig. 2-5, col. 3, lines 25-42, and col. 3, 
line 66 - col. 4, line 3). 

Regarding claim 4, Ebrahimi teaches an apparatus wherein said writing start 
area has a fixed location within said handwriting input area (figs. 2, 3(44, 46)). 

Regarding claims 10, 1 1, 21 and 22, Ebrahimi discloses an apparatus wherein 
said user input including at least one pen stroke and said processing device is 
configured to display, on said display screen, a graphical trace representing said at 
least one pen stroke prior to the interpretation thereof (fig. 7 and 8). 

As to claims 12 and 23, Ebrahimi teaches an apparatus wherein plurality of 
predefined symbols includes a symbol set selected from the group consisting of: Latin 
characters, upper case characters, lower case characters, Arabic numerals, punctuation 
symbols, Cyrillic characters, Chinese characters, Japanese Kanji symbols, Japanese 
Hiragana characters and Japanese Katakana characters, and user-defined symbols 
(see fig. 4, Arabic numerals (1,2)). 
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As to claims 13 and 24, Ebrahimi discloses an apparatus wherein plurality of 
predefined symbols including a first symbol set (fig. 2-5(a,1)), and a second symbol set 
(fig. 2-5(b,2)), and said writing start area comprising a first subarea (fig. 1(12), and fig. . 
2-5(42)) and a second subarea (fig. 1(12), and fig. 2-5(42)), wherein said processing 
device is configured to interpret the user input as a symbol from said first symbol set if 
the user input starts within said first subarea (fig. 7, 10-14), and as a symbol from said 
second symbol set if the user input starts within said second subarea (fig. 8, 10-14). 

As to claim 16, Ebrahimi teaches an apparatus in the form of a portable/personal 
digital assistant (PDA) (col. 3, lines 18-20, fig.2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 3, 5-9, 14, 15, 19, 20, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Ebrahimi (US Patent 6,424,743) and Seni (US 
2004/02634486). 

As to claims 3 and 19, Ebrahimi teaches inputting information using a stylus 
(col.5, lines 2-4) and display timer(col.5, lines 30-36). He does not teach to interpret the 
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user input as a user interface control operation when pen down event does not followed 
by a pen move event within a prescribed time period. Seni discloses to interpret the 
user input as a user control operation when pen measurement is not detected ([0005], 
[0024], fig. 4(402), (404), (412)]. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skill in 
the art at the time of the invention was made to incorporate Semi's interface control 
operation into Ebrahimi's hand held device because this is an advancement for 
Ebrahimi's device to function both as a writing and a scrolling (mouse). 

As to claims 6, 7, "and 20, Ebrahimi discloses processing device (fig. 9(114)) and 
writing start area (col. 3, lines 25-29). He doesn't teach how to adjust "location". 
However, it would be obvious that an apparatus wherein said processing device is 
configured to adjust location of writing start area depending on a current cursor position 
(as Examiner best understood). 

As to claims 8 and 9, Ebrahimi teaches writing areas (fig. 1(1), and col. 3, lines 
25-29) and display screen (fig. 1(2)). He doesn't explicitly teach the size of the display 
screen's available presentation area. However, it would be obvious that an apparatus as 
wherein said handwriting input area is formed by a majority of the display screen's 
available presentation area. 

As to claims 14 and 25, Ebrahimi discloses a first and second subareas (fig. 
1(12), and fig. 2-5(42)), but he failed to teach a third subarea for a third subarea system. 
However, it would be obvious to increase writing area by adding a third subarea in order 
to write more symbols. 
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As to claim 15, Seni teaches a mobile terminal for a mobile telecommunications 
system ([0003], [0020], [0004]). 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed on June 5, 2007 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant is arguing that there is no discloser where the start area is considerably 
or substantially smaller than the handwriting input area. Examiner is referring to one of 
the two start areas (fig 2(44)) which is smaller than writing area (fig. 2(42)). 

In response to applicant's argument that "does the possibility that combining 
any two inventors might result in an advancement provide 'motivation' to 
combine the references', the test for obviousness is not whether the features of a 
secondary reference may be bodily incorporated into the structure of the primary 
reference; nor is it that the claimed invention must be expressly suggested in any one or 
all of the references. Rather, the test is what the combined teachings of the references 
would have suggested to those of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 
41 3, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1 981 ). 

Applicant is also arguing that the writing area depends on the cursor position is 
not taught bt Ebrahimi and Seni. However, this is well known in the art for writing start 
area to depend on the cursor position. 
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9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Conclusion 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Afroza Y. Chowdhury whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1543. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00 EST, 5/4/9. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amare Mengistu can be reached on 571-272-7674. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

AC 8/16/2007 



AMARE MENGISTU 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EX/ 




